Here are the details that I have on the family and ancestors of Nisse Christiansen Hansen b. 29.11.1869 on Aero island, Denmark.PRIVATE 

All dates are written as day.month.year. The numbers in brackets (131) are the old farm numbers, used prior to our present land registration numbers.

Nisse was born in Soeby parish on Aero (Ærø) island, Denmark. Most of his ancestors are from Soeby and Bregninge parishes on Aero. 

Aero is a small island in the southern part of Denmark and was until 1867 a part of the Duchy Schleswig. Between 1633 to 1750 Aero was divided between different Dukes. Read more on my web-site about the history of Aero. http://home13.inet.tele.dk/ibcung/

Aero is about 32 square miles surface area, about 20 miles long and averages less than 2 miles in width. In 1890 the population was about 11.000 people, whereas today it has dropped to about 7.000.

The population increase during the 19.th century was without any doubt the major reason for the emigration of so many young men and women to other countries, as the rural population was not able to purchase land at prices they could afford. Poverty at a level barely above starvation among the poorest was a great motivation factor to those who heard of cheap land and higher wages elsewhere. Many went to work elsewhere in Denmark as farm hands or labourers on the many brick and roofing tile factories all over Denmark and others decided to emigrate to other parts of the world, especially USA, Brasil, Argentina, Australia or New Zealand.

The majority went to USA where many settled in Iowa, Arkansas, Montana, California and many other States.

My guess is that about 2000 people emigrated from Aero between 1860 to 1910. So far I have found about 1100 people who emigrated from the island and of those I have researched about 450 people of which, for the major part, I have been in touch with descendants. What I find facinating is that I'm related to almost all of these people in one way or another.

The story of Nisse Christiansen Hansen's family is a story of farmers and labourers who had to work hard to make a living. 

Nisse Christiansen Hansen b. 29.11.1869, son of farmer Hans Madsen and wife Anne Albertsen from Havrekoblet near Soeby, Aero.

The area Havrekoblet on Aero, was originally one of the fields belonging to the Manor Soebygaard. The land was parcelled out and sold to local farmers, at an auction held on August 29, 1771. The parcel Havrekoblet (about 45 acres) was purchased by two farmers from Skovby, Aero called Hans Jacobsen (132) and Christen Pedersen (130).

As I explained above the numbers in brackets are the old farm numbers, given to the farms in 1774.

The parcel of land where Nisse was born came into his family's possession, when Hans Jacobsen, who purchased the land at the auction in 1771, turned over his parcel at Havrekoblet to a stepson Peder Knudsen. Peder Knudsen was married on 22.11.1772 to Sofie Amalie Madsdatter b. 1746. After Peder Knudsen died in 1778, Sofie Amalie was married to Hans Madsen b. 1749. As you will se from the notes below, Hans Madsen took over Peder Knudsens farm at Havrekoblet after he married Sofie Amalie.

Here are the details of Nisse Christiansen Hansen's family:

His 2xgreat-grandfather:

Mads Hansen b. 1691 d. 15.08.1758, parents unknown. He was married to Karen Christensdatter d. 1746, widow after farmer Peder Christensen. No children.

After Karen died, Mads was married in 1746 to Kirsten Jorgensdatter b. 1726 d. 1748, possibly a daughter of farmer Jorgen Jensen and wife Kirsten Christensdatter from Skovby (135). Mads and Kirsten had 1 daughter:

1.
Karen Madsdatter b. 29.04.1747 d. 17.04.1788. She was married 
on 15.09.1765 to Laurits Henriksen b. 16.10.1746 d. 
13.01.1821, son of Henrik Lauritsen and wife Karen from East


Bregninge. Henrik Lauritsen was called "Henrik Lykkemand", a


name he had been given after his birthplace "Lykkestedet" (The 
Lucky Place". He was a son of Henrik Albertsen, Henrik 
Lykkemand was know to smuggle horses from Denmark to Aero. 
Here you need to remember that Aero was part of the Duchy 
Schleswig until 1867.


Laurits Henriksen took over his father's farm in East 
Bregninge (8).


Laurits and Karen had 8 children.

After Kirsten died, Mads was married in 1748 to Anne Thomasdatter b. 1725 d. 18.07.1807, daughter of farmer Thomas Hansen and wife Maren Hansdatter from Soeby (1).

Mads and Anne had 3 children:

2.
Hans Madsen b. 1749. He was a farmer at Havrekoblet. More 
about him below.

3.
Kirsten Madsdatter b. 10.05.1754 d. 25.03.1803. She was 
married to Christen Pedersen "Frankemand" from East Bregninge.


This couple are the 4xgreat-grandparents of Ib Christensen.


With other words - we are related through our common ancestors


Mads Hansen and Anne Thomasdatter.

4.
Bodil Madsdatter b. 25.07.1756 d. 05.06.1819. She was married 
on 27.10.1780 to Peder Eriksen b. 1755 d. 06.12.1828, son of


farmer Erik Pedersen and wife Kirsten Albertsdatter from


Skovby (128).


After Bodil died, Peder was married to Karen Madsdatter.


No children with both wifes.

After Mads Hansen died his widow Anne Thomasdatter was married on 04.05.1752 to Hans Pedersen (Degn) b. 1731 d. 30.04.1785, son of farmer Peder Hansen (Degn) and wife Johanne Andersdatter from Skovby. They had 3 children:

-
Johanne Hansdatter b. 18.11.1759 d. 06.02.1800. She was 
married to Jorgen Christensen b. 08.05.1766 d. 18.02.1825, son 
of farmer Christen Pedersen and wife Maren Jorgensdatter 
(131) from Skovby. Jorgen took over his father's farm in 
Skovby.


Jorgen and Johanne had 14 children.

-
Mads Hansen (Degn) b. 19.01.1766 d. 15.09.1803. He was married


on 23.12.1787 to Anne Hansdatter b. 1761 d. 03.03.1831,


daughter of Hans Jacobsen and wife Mette Pedersdatter (132). 
Mads took over his father's farm called "Kattekaer" in Skovby. 
They had 3 children.


After Mads Hansen died, his widow was married on 18.06.1803 
to Christian Nissen b. 04.12.1774 d. 21.03.1839, son of Nisse


Christiansen and wife Kirsten Albertsdatter from Skovby (122). 
Christian and Anne had no children.

-
Maren Hansdatter b. 1762 d. 1762.

His great-grandfather:

Hans Madsen b. 1749, son of farmer Mads Hansen and wife Anne Thomasdatter from Skovby (124). He was married in 1778 to Sofie Amalie Madsdatter b. 1746. She was a widow after farmer Peder Knudsen from Havrekoblet who died in 1778, with whom she had a daughter called Mette who later married a farmer in Leby called Laurits Rasmussen (86B).

Hans Madsen took over Peder Knudsen's farm at Havrekobbel when he married Sofie.

I do not have any records of their children, except the son:

1.
Mads Hansen. More about him below.

According to my notes Anne died, and Hans Madsen was married to Maren Albertsdatter b. 16.11.1822, daughter of farmer Albert Christensen and wife Ane Marie Albertsdatter from Skovby (126). Maren was a widow after Albert Jorgensen b. 1811. 

His grandfather was:

Mads Hansen. He was married in Soeby on 12.07.1818 to Bodil Pedersdatter b. 1785, daughter of farmer Peder Andersen and wife Kirsten Christensdatter from Soeby. More about this couple below.

Mads took over his father's farm in Havrekoblet.

Children:

1.
Hans Madsen b. 13.06.1819. More about him below.

I have not checked for other children.

His father was:

Hans Madsen b. 13.06.1819, son of farmer Mads Hansen and wife Bodil Pedersdatter from Havrekoblet. He was married in Bregninge on 07.04.1854 to Ane Albertsen b. 01.10.1835, daughter of farmer Albert Nissen and wife Karen Hansdatter. More about this couple below.

Hans took over his father's farm in Havrekoblet.

Children:

1.
Bodil Hansen b. 1867. She was married in 1888 to farmer Peder


Hansen Pedersen b. 1863, son of farmer Rasmus Pedersen and


wife Maren Rasmusdatter from Soeby (17).


Peder took over his father's farm (17) in Soeby. Land register 
no. 14.


They had 3 children:


a.
Rasmus Pedersen b. 1890.


b.
Maren Kirstine Pedersen b. 1894.


c.
Kristian Georg Pedersen b. 1900.

2.
Nisse Christiansen Hansen b. 29.11.1869. He emigrated to


Kimballton, Iowa, USA.
Anne Thomasdatter b. 1725 d. 18.07.1807, daughter of farmer Thomas Hansen and wife Maren Hansdatter from Soeby (1).

Her father was:

Thomas Hansen b. ca. 1692 d. 1768. He was married to Anne d. ca. 1724.

She was a widow after Peder and presumeably it is Peder's farm that Thomas takes over (1) in Soeby. The farm was located in the middle of the village Soeby, about half way between the harbour and the Inn, on the right side of the road when driving from Bregninge. The land was located quite far from the farm and a bit south of where the road turns towards Roendal and all the way to the sea, or rather to Witsoe.

Anne died in 1724 without having any children, and Thomas was married on the 25.06.1724 to Maren Hansdatter b. ca. 1701 d. 1776, parents unknown. They had 4 children:

1.
Anne Thomasdatter b. 1725 d. 18.07.1807. As mentioned above 
she was married to Mads Hansen.

2.
Hans Thomsen b. ca. 1730 d. 1783. He was married in 1764 to


Maren Christensdatter b. 1737 d. 1796, daughter of farmer 
Christen Henriksen and wife Ane Hansdatter from Soeby. Maren 
was a widow after farmer Knud Albertsen b. 1720 d. 1764, son 
of Albert Knudsen.


Hans and Maren had 5 children.

3.
Maren Thomasdatter b. 1735 d. 1804. She was married in 1766 
to Henrik Christensen b. 1740 d. 1797, son of Christen 
Henriksen and wife Ane Hansdatter from Soby, and a brother to 
Maren Christensdatter who married Hans Thomsen, cfr. above.


Henrik took over his father-in-law's farm (1). They had 5 
children.

4.
Ellen Thomasdatter b. 1740 d. infant.

Bodil Pedersdatter b. 1785, daughter of farmer Peder Andersen and wife Kirsten Christensdatter from Soeby.

Peder Andersen b. ca. 1738 d. 1803. He was married in 1774 to Kirsten Christensdatter b. ca. 1752 d. 1827.

Children:

1.
Anders Pedersen b. 1775. Died young.

2.
Christen Pedersen.

3.
Anders Pedersen b. 1777.

4.
Hans Pedersen b. 1779.

5.
Laurits Pedersen b. 1781.

6.
Peder Pedersen b. 1783 d. young.

7.
Bodil Pedersdatter b. 1785. More about her above.

8.
Rasmus Pedersen b. 1787.

9.
Peder Pedersen b. 1789.

10.
Anne Pedersdatter b. 1790.

11.
Maren Pedersdatter b. 1793.

Peder Andersen took over a farm in Soeby (18), where the farmer had died without children and left a widow too old to get married. The widow was willing to give him the farm, if he would grant her an annuity sufficient for her to live in Rise, where she had some family. The farm should later be given to a daughter of her husband's brother Mikkel Christensen.

Peder Andersen agreed to the terms and took over the farm in 1765.

After Peder Andersen died, the farm was turned over to Mikkel Christensen's daughter Johanne Mikkelsdatter and her husband Jens Andersen.

Ane Albertsen b. 01.10.1835, daughter of farmer Albert Nissen and wife Karen Hansdatter.

Her great-grandfather was:

Christian Hansen with the nichname Dommer (Judge - but without legal training). Christian was a socalled Sandemand, which means that he was a village elder and a link to the administration.

Christian had a farm in Leby, Aero, called Tjornegaard (no. 87 Leby).

Christian was married on 29.10.1686 to Agate Pedersdatter (Stoid) b. 23.03.1661 in Nordborg, Als, daughter of Peder Rasmussen (Stoid) and his wife Dominici Eleonora Laurentiusdatter died April 1, 1664 from Nordborg. Peder Rasmussen was a Herredsfoged (A person who is in charge of the administration - somewhat like the Dukes taxman). 

Dominicis parents were: Laurentius Dominicus b. 1585 d. 15.01.1639 and Agathe Hümkens died 1664 in Nordborg. Both are buried in Sonderborg. Laurentius was a preacher at the Dukes Court, and held the sermon at the services held when Duke Hans the Younger died.

This branch of the family can be dated back to about year 1300, but I have not enclosed details here, as much research still needs to be done.

Christen Hansen and Agathe Pedersdatter had a son who took over his father's farm in Leby:

Christian Christensen (Dommer) b. 11.12.1698 d. 3.10.1763. He was married on 16.02.1724 to Bodil Nisdatter b. 22.02.1690 d. 6.04.1780, daughter of farmer Nis Madsen b. 1673 d. 15.01.1716 and Elisabeth Christensdatter b. 1680 d. 30.06.1740 from Leby (farm no. 92). This couple are also my ancestors (6xgreat-grandparents)

Nis Madsen was the son of farmer Mads Pedersen d. 11.02.1705 from Leby (farm no. 92).

Elisabeth Christensdatter is the daughter of miller at Lindsbjerg windmill, Christen Madsen Miller.

Christian and Bodil had 3 children that survived:

1.
Christian Christiansen b. 1724 d. 5.03.1763. He was married on


14.02.1756 to Ane Hansdatter, and took over the farm of her


first husband. No children.

2.
Nisse Christiansen b. 28.07.1726 d. 20.11.1809. He was married 
on 4.08.1754 to Karen Madsdatter from Soeby d. 20.11.1763, and


took over her first husbands farm in Skovby (No. 122). 


Further details below.


Karens first husband was farmer Hans Rasmussen d. 15.03.1752


with whom she had 3 children:


a.
Maren Hansdatter b. 1746 d. 30.04.1817. She was married



to farmer Hans Jacobsen b. 8.03.1733 d. 9.05.1805 from



Skovby (farm no. 132). No children.


b.
Sidsel Hansdatter b. 1748.


c. 
Mads Hansen b. 3.03.1751 d. 11.02.1811. He married on



16.04.1781 to Anne Hansdatter b. 1756 d. 23.01.1823, 



daughter of farmer Hans Jorgensen b. ca. 1715 d.



11.04.1757 and wife Anne Jensdatter b. 1724 from Vester



Bregninge (farm no. 189).

3.
Mads Christiansen b. 18.10.1739 d. 8.09.1783. He was married 
on 1.07.1764 to Anne Marie Hansdatter b. 14.07.1743 d. 1.05.


1805, daughter of farmer Hans Pedersen and Ane Hansdatter.


Anne Marie was a daughter of his brother's wife with her


second husband Hans Pedersen. (Ane Hansdatter first married


Jacob Ernst Hansen).


Mads and Anne Marie had 4 children, and Mads took over his


fathers farm.

When Christian Christensen died, the priest recorded in the Church records: "Christen Dommer, who suddenly died in the fields last monday, on his way home."

The son:

Nisse Christiansen b. 28.07.1726 d. 20.11.1809. He was married on 4.08.1754 to Karen Madsdatter from Soeby d. 20.11.1763, and took over her first husbands farm in Skovby (No. 122) called Sognefogedgaarden.

They had one child together:

1.
Bodil Nisdatter b. 1756.

After Karen died, Nisse married in 1764 to Kirsten Albertsdattter b. 1742 d. 12.10.1823, daughter of farmer Albert Christensen d. 1773 and wife Gie Andersdatter b. ca. 1709 d. 17.04.1784 from Skovby (Farm no. 126).

Together they has 8 children:

2.
Karen Nisdatter b. 1764 died young.

3.
Karen Nisdatter b. 1766 died young.

4.
Karen Nisdatter b. 10.01.1768 d. 26.02.1799. She was married


on 25.10.1795 to farmer Albert Hansen b. 28.03.1759 d. 23.08.


1843 from V. Bregninge. (Farm no. 185). When Karen died, 
Albert married her sister Elisabeth Nisdatter.


Albert had 2 children with Karen.

5.
Gie Nisdatter b. 1772 d. 16.10.1854. She married on 12.09.1802


to widdower and farmer Christen Jorgensen b. 1765 d. 
20.02.1853 from V. Bregninge. (Farm no. 188).

6.
Christian Nissen b. 4.12.1774 d. 21.03.1839. He married on


18.06.1803 to Anne Hansdatter b. 15.12.1761 d. 3.03.1831,


daughter of farmer Hans Jacobsen and Mette Pedersdatter.


Hans Jacobsen was married 2. to Maren Hansdatter b. 1746,


cfr. above.


Christian took over his father-in-laws farm (Skovby 132).


After Anne died, Christian married on 25.05.1832 to Karen


Albertsdatter b. 17.02.1798 d. 8.03.1875, daughter of


blacksmith Albert Lauritsen from Leby.


He had 4 children with Karen Albertsdatter.

7.
Albert Nissen b. 2.03.1777 d. 10.04.1850. He was married on


8.02.1807 to Karen Hansdatter b. 1.04.1787 d. 7.12.1863,


daughter of farmer Hans Pedersen b. ca. 1746 d. 26.04.1832


and wife Kirsten Knudsdatter b. 1745 d. 10.09.1811.

8.
Kirsten Nisdatter b. 21.04.1782 d. 19.01.1865. She married on


26.04.1807 to farmer Jens Christensen b. 3.03.1779 d. 1.02.


1865. They had 9 children.

9.
Elisabeth Nisdatter b. 1780 d. 20.07.1868. She married on


18.07.1800 to Albert Hansen b. 28.03.1759, her sisters 
husband.


Albert had 8 children with Elisabeth.

The youngest son took over the farm.

Albert Nissen b. 2.03.1777 d. 10.04.1850. He was married on 8.02.1807 to Karen Hansdatter b. 1.04.1787 d. 7.12.1863, daughter of farmer Hans Pedersen b. ca. 1746 d. 26.04.1832
and wife Kirsten Knudsdatter b. 1745 d. 10.09.1811.

Albert and Karen had 9 children:

1.
Nisse Albertsen b. 30.12.1807 d. 4.06.1876. He was married on


8.06.1840 to Karen Albertsdatter b. 17.02.1798 d. 8.03.1875,


daughter of Albert Lauritsen, blacksmith in Leby. She had


been married 1. to Christian Nissen, who was a brother of 
Nisse's father.


They had one daughter.

2.
Hans Albertsen b. 10.03.1810 d. 1884. He was a small 
landowner at Roendal, Ærø. He married in 1834 to Kirsten


Berendtsdatter b. 1808 d. 1870.

3.
Christian Albertsen b. 2.05.1812 d. 10.05.1896. He was


married on 7.12.1834 to Kirsten Jacobsdatter b. 15.11.1812


d. 25.01.1876, daughter of farmer Jacob Ernst Mikkelsen and


wife Ane Pedersdatter from Skovby (farm no. 134).


They had 5 children.

4.
Peder Albertsen b. 18.05.1816 d. 1867. Peder was a small


landowner at Staermose, Ærø.


He married on 30.10.1857 to Kirsten Andersdatter b. 5.02.1829,


daughter of farmer Anders Jensen fra Skovby (farm no. 118).

5.
Kirsten Albertsen b. 1819. She married in 1840 to small 
landowner Josef Madsen Hansen b. 1818 at Snorloekke, Aero.

6.
Bodil Albertsen b. 1.08.1821 d. 14.05.1883. She married on


10.11.1841 to farmer in Skovby (136 B) Jorgen Hansen b. 
23.04.1814 d. 30.11.1900, son of farmer Hans Madsen and


wife Maren Jorgensdatter.

7.
Karen Albertsen f. 30.12.1823 d. 1913. She married on 
21.06.1844 to Peder Mathiasen Pedersen b. 5.02.1815, small


landowner in Snorlokke, Aero.

8.
Mikkel Albertsen b. 1826. He married in 1859 to Karen 
Madsdatter b. 1831 d. 1915. Mikkel was a small landowner at


Stenagre, Aero.

9.
Ane Albertsen b. 1823 d. 1873. She married farmer Hans Madsen


b. 1819 from Søby. More about this couple above.

The widow turned over the farm to the oldest son.

The information above is not entirely my own work but includes details from various sources, among them:

Farms on Aero, by Mikkel Eriksen, Odense.

Documents and notes by Mikkel Eriksen, Odense.

Documents and notes by my grandfather Jens Chr. Jensen, Voderup.

I have used the following records:

Church records.

Probate documents.
Land register for Aero.
Old property insurance records.
Various old maps.
Etc.
